By Pratul Sharma
In New Delhi

AFTER being on a collision
course over the past few
weeks, the Union govern-
ment and IITs agreed to
chart the middle path and
worked out a compromise
formula on Wednesday for
the common entrance test
of the premier engineering
institutes.

The new admission format,
which will come into effect
from 2013, includes two
screening tests and manda-
tory eligibility criteria.

T

@ Ifno importance
isgiven toresultsin
schoolforaccessto
bestinstitutions, -
schooling system -
willwither 9

= Kapil Sibal, HRD minister

IIT aspirants will first have to
take the Joint Entrance Exam
(main), a common test for all cen-
trally-funded engineering insti-
tutes. The top 1,5 lakh students
will then be eligible for the JEE
advanced test, which would be
conducted after a gap of four to six
weeks, The fitial admission to the
IITs will be based on the rank ach-
ieved in the advanced test, subject
to the condition that the selected
candidates are in the top 20 per-
centile of their Class XI1 Boards.

Under the Union human
resource development ministry’s
controversial format proposed on
May 28, the Board results and JEE
main test were to be given 50 per
cent weightage each. Only the top
50,000 students were to be selected
for the advanced test after taking
into account their scores in the
Boards and JEE main test. Then,
solely the advanced test petform-
ance was to be considered for
admission to the ITTs.
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. IIT bosses address the media after the IIT Council's meeting In New Delhl on Wednesday.

»

Middle path the
way out of 1I'T
exam stalemate

-This method was vehemently
opposed by the institutes. The
compromise was reached on
Wednesday at a meeting of the
IIT Council, the highest deci-
sion-making body comprising
government representatives and
directors of all the 16 institutes,
HRD minister Kapil Sibal, who
is the head of the counecii and
had floated the earlier proposal,
skipped the crucial meeting. It
was chaired by M.N. Sharma,
the chairman of the Board of
Governots of IIT-Madras.
“Thetre was unanimity among
the council members about the

new format,” Sharma said later.

Sibal sent a written speech
that stated: “Coaching insti-
tutes have gradually replaced
our secondary schools. If there

New format includes
two screening tests

is no importance given to per-
formance in school for access to
our best institutions, then our
schooling system will wither. We
are creating an army of children

adept at cracking examinations,
but can they think eritically?
The new format was agreed
upon after IITs in Delhi and Kan-
pur revolted against Sibal’s ‘one-
nation, one-test’ formula, con-
tending that it was an assault on
their autonomy. The institutes
argued that the HRD ministry
proposal was placing too much
emphasis on the Boards marks.
CBSE chairman Vineet Joshi
gave an example to explain the
mechanics of the new percentile
system, Based on this year’s
results, the minimum eligibility
percentage (that falls within the

» AnlIT aspirant will
havetosit forthe
common test —
JEE (main}

w Ameritlistoftop1.5
lakh willbe drawn

u Thesel.5lakh
studentswillhe
eligible for the

JEE (advanced) .

m There will be a gap of
4-6 weeks between JEE
main and advanced

u IIT aspirant will
have tohe among
the top 20 percentile
ofhisboard

m Percentilein 40 school
Boards will be worked
out every year

w JEE advanced will
betheexclusive
domainof IITs

m The current minimum
60 per cent Board

marks as eligibility
criteria willno
longerhold

= Thenew format
will he put inplace
from 2013

top 20 percentile) of the CBSE
for admission to the IITs would
be 78 per cent, he revealed.

The qualifying figure for the
Uttar Pradesh Board will be 65-
66 per cent, and Tamil Nadu
Board students with 78 per cent
marks or above would get to
take the test, Joshi added.

This means IIT aspirants will
have to pay attention to their
Board exams. The minirnum per-
centage would keep changing for
each Board every year. Currently,
the minimum eligibility criterion
for appearing in the JEE is 60 per
cent marks in the Board exams.
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JEE to be common,
but top 1.5 lakh
who are in top 20%
in +2 exam eligible

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA R
NEW DELHI -
/
he month-long face-off
between the Government
and the IITs over the mode of
conduct of common entrance
test for admissions to
Centrally-funded engineering
institutes ended on Wednesday
with the warring stakeholders
on either side reaching a com-
promise. However, the stu-
dents stand to be affected in a
l:jﬁlway. Admissions to the IITs
ill get tougher and pressure to
perform will, in fact, increase
as opposed to the basic idea of
reducing stress levels.

Pioneer , ND 28/06/2012 P-1

IIT row gets brain-teaser solution

AU AN candidates are in the top 20

address the media in New Delhi on Wednesday

RA Mashelkar (R), Chairman, 1{T-Ganghinagars Board of Directars, along with (T
Madras Chairman MM Sharma, Director of [T Delhi RK Shevgaonkar and others

eligible)

by CBSE)

As per the new two-tier for-
mat, which will be effective from
2013, all Class 12 students whe
are either appearing or whose
results are out can appear for the
JEE Main exam. Only top 1.5

IIT row gets
brain-teaser:
solution

From Page 1

The percentile ranking system of selec-
tion is expected to make admissions to the
IITs tougher and more competitive. Only
1,50,000 students can henceforth appear in
the entrance test for ITTs as against the aver-
age six lakh students who sit for the com-
petitive exams sans any format. The com-
promise was reached at a meeting of IIT
Council on Wednesday, the highest deci-
sion-making body having representatives
from government and Directors of all the
16 I1Ts, HRD Minister Kapil Sibal, however,
skipped the meeting.. .

Sources said that Sibal did not chair, as
earlier planned, to convey that the
Government was not interfering in the
autonomy of IITs, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh had assured the IIT fac-
ulty federation that autonomy of II'Ts will
be maintained. The meeting and later the
Press conference too was chaired b
Chairman of the Board of Governots of ITT,
Madras, MN Sharma. o

Sibal later told The Pioneer that an
objective has been achieved with the pro-
posed single entrance test despite the
minor changes demanded by the IITs. “The
governmentgs aim of reducing pressure from
students has been achieved,” Sibal said."

“The new formula is more appropriate.
It will set in a filtering mechanism and allow
top 20 percentile students from every
board to qualify for entrance in ITT;” CBSE
Chairman Vineet Joshi told The Pioneer,
after the meeting of the Council,

lakh students clearing the Main
exam will be eligible to appear
in the Advanced examination,
which is the actual test for
admission to IITs,

Admission to the IITs

MID-APRIL 2013: Appear
for JEE Main (all Class XII
appearing/passed students

MID-MAY 2013: Resuits of
JEE Main (to be conductad

MID-JUNE 2013: JEE
Advanced (top 1,50,000
from JEE Main eligible. To
be conducted by IITs)

JUNE-END 2013: JEE
Advanced Results
(recommendation for llTs
with rider under 20
percentile category)

The compremise formula is in line with
the decision of the IIT JAB (Joint
Admission Board), which met in the
Capital last Saturday after the Senates of
Kanpur and Delhi had rejected the Centre’s
earlier proposal which led to controversy.

The Council also advised the JAB to

. constitute a group of coordination with

COBSE (Council of Boards of School
Education in India) so as to educate the
students and public at large about the
Percentile versus Percentage approach
being adopted by the Councif. The
Council requested JAB to submit a report
of this committee within the next

- four month.

The All India 1IT Faculty Federation
(AIIITFF) welcomed the compromise for-
mula and expected this new method to
churn out a select group of I1T aspirants
who will be accepted to all the Senates.

One of our major demands has been
met and control over IITs will be ours. Even
the new percentile formula will work, Based
on class 12 performances, only a limited
number of students will be selected to take
the entrance to IITs said AK Mittal,
Secretary, AIIITFE

IIT Alumni Association said the deci-

¥ sion has restricted the eligibility to top 20

percentile of school boards which is pro-
rich and will be detrimental to the inter-
ests of students from rural India. “We are
formally meeting on Thursday to decide
our next action in view of these develop-
ments,” said Somnath Bharti, President, IIT
Delhi Alumni Association and a former
Member, Senate, IIT Delhi.

would be based only on All
India Rank achieved in the JEE
Advance exam but subject to
the condition that the selected

percentile of successful candi-
dates of their secondary boards.
It means, if a candidate quali-
fies the Advanced test but is not
in the top 20 per cent scorers
of his/her respective State
board he/she will not be grant-
ed admission in IIT.

The scores of the rest of the
candidates who do not make it
into I1Ts will be :ﬁplicable for
NITs, IIITs, and other Centrally
Funded Technical Institutes
(CFTIs).

This apart, as proposed
earlier, the Main and the
Advanced exam will not be held
on the same day — a demand
that was made by the Senates,
In all probability, a two-month

ap is likely between the con-
Euct of the two exams. The IIT
Senates had also demanded
the conduct of the exams under
the new format from 2014.
Continued on Page 4
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Govt-IIT standoff ends; new  Govt-IIT standoff
entrance format from 2013 ends; new entrance
format from 2013

Only top 20% Class XII student

Aom TanooN/TNS

New Dewni, June 27

Students aspiring to enter the
IITs can no longer afford to
ignore their school perform-
ance. Ending months of con-
troversy with the Government
over the proposed structure of
the common engineering
entrance test (CET), the ITTs
today finally agreed to join the
one-nation, one-test system
from 2013 for admission to
undergraduate courses.

- Their support, however,
came subject to recommenda-
tions on how the new exam
would look and how a candi-
date’s eligibility for entering
IITs would be determined.

The hallmark of the new
compromise formula with the
Human Resource Develop-
ment Ministry, which the IIT

Council adopted unanimous- *

ly today and IIT Senates also
seemed to agree to,” is
increased importance to
school-leaving exam marks in
admission to IIT. At present, a
student who cracks the JEE

- o

s of each board to

RA Mashelkar (R), chairman of IIT-Gandhinagar’s Board

e B

of Directors, with IIT Madras chalrman MM Sharma (C)
and IIT Delhi director RK Shevgaonka address the
media in New Delhi on Wednesday, — PT)

(IIT admission test) gets
admission to ITs subject to
60% in Class XII.

But from 2013, 60% marks
won’t do. Only those candi-
dates would be eligible for
final admissions to IITs who
fall in “the top 20 percentile of
the successful candidates in
the respective board results
that year”. Simply out, it
means, all top 20% perform-
ers in Class XII in each board
would become eligible.

In CBSE, on an average, the
percentage of marks scored by

the last student in the top 20
percentile in Class XII is
around 78%. “Our analysis
shows that the last student in
this bracket in the Uttar
Pradesh Board scored 65% in
Class XII and in Tamil Nadu

- Board he scored 78%. We will

soon do a data analysis of Class
X1l results of all 42 state boards
in the country and put them on
the CBSE website so students
have an idea what percentage
they must target to enter IITs,”
CBSE chief Vineet Joshi said.
Continued on page 11 4

be eligible for IIT

THE NEW FORMULA

1 The Joint Entrance .
Examination-Main (JEE-Main)
will be held around April
2013. Any student can take
this MCQ-type test that the
CBSE will conduct. it will look
like the current AIEEE

From page 1

Importantly, HRD Minis-
ter Kapil Sibal skipped the
IIT Council meeting today
to allow institutes to take
an ind

1 The top 1.5-lakh scorers of
JEE Main will qualify for JEE
Advanced that IITs will
exclusively design and
conduct about six weeks
after JEE Main

dent view on

the entrance test. He, how-

ever, sent' a written mes-

sage to the Council saying

coaching institutes had

replaced India’s secondary
h

§ Based on JEE Advanced
results, All India Ranks for all
1.5 lakh candidates will be
prepared, Any institute
{NITs/llITs} can use these
scores for induction

1 Securing All India Rank in JEE
Advanced won't guarantes
entry to lITs. Rank holders
must also be among the top
20% performers of their
respective school board for
final admission

§ This formula replaces the
proposed format of giving -
weightage to Class Xl board
results, which was vehemently
opposed by the lITs

Is and were creating
an army of students who
can crack entrance tests
but not think critically.

Sibal requested the Coun-
cil to consider the impor-
tance of school marks in
admissions and end the mul-
tiplicity of exams. Current-
ly, India has 100 engineer-
ing entrance tests. But now,
as the IITs Council agreed
today, there will be only two
for entry to all centrally-
funded technical institutes.
The NITs will meet on July
4 to decide how they would
select students.

The new formulation
(different from the May 28
Council proposal), which
even the All India IIIT Fac-
ulty Federation Secretary
AK Mittal today endorsed,
consists of three parts.

First, the Joint Entrance
Examination-Main (JEE-
Main) will be held around
April 2013. Any student
can take this MCQ-type
test that the CBSE will
conduct. It will.look like
the current AIEEE.

Second, the top 1.5 lakh
scorers.of JEE Main will

for JEE Advanced that IITs
will exclusively design
and conduct at a gap of
about six weeks from JEE
Main. Based on JEE
Advanced (whose struc-
ture IITs will decide)
results, All India Ranks for
all 1.5 lakh candidates will
be prepared. Any institute
(NITs/I1ITs) can use these
scores for induction.
Third, securing All India
Rank in JEE Advanced
won’t guarantee entry to
IITs. Rank holders must also
be among the top 20% per-
formers of their respective
school board in Class XII
for final admission to IIT.
“Candidates in the top 20
percentile of thejr respec-
tive board results of Class
XII alone will be eligible to

enter IITs. A rank holder
must, therefore, do well at
school as well. If he falls
below the critical mark but
figures in the All India Rank,
he does not enter the IIT,”
explained Prof MM Sharma,
chairman of the Board of
Governors of IIT Madras,
who chaired the Council
meet in Sibal’s absence.

After the 'IIT Council
decision today, Sibal said,
“We have achieved' two
major objectives today —
recognition that school per-
formance matters in IIT
admissions and end of mul-
tiplicity in exams.” Sibal
said under the new system, -
students would have to
concentrate at school.
“That was the objective,”
he said.
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IT'T exam row

resolved, new  Sibal skips IIT
format from ’13

Himanshi Dhawan | TNN

New Delhi;: Ending a
month-long row over intro-
duction of a common entra-
nce test (CET) for undergra-
duate engineering courses,
the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) on Wed-
nesday arrived at a compro-
mise, whereby class XII
scores would be used to se-
lect candidates, while tech
schools continue to conduct
their own admission tests.
The new format is ex-
pected tomakeentranceinto
the top tech schools tougher,
but has emerged as a half-
way house between the HRD

bSibal skips meet, P 12

[
v

'OMPLEX FORMULA
4 4N
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> All aspirants (approx 12
lakh) to sit for JEE-Main exam
> Top 1.5 lakh to appear for
JEE-Advanced test

» Al 1.5 lakh students will be
given a score and All india Rank
> But selection for liTs will
also depend on board marks
> Students will have ta be

in top 20 percentile of their
state or central board to
qualify for UTs

ministry, which is keen on
Inereasing the importance
of board exams, and the II'Ts
who don’t want to cede their
autonomy.
Accordingtothenew for-
mula, agreed to at a meeting
of the IIT Council, all aspi-
rants will givethe JEE-Main
exam. Of the approximately
12 lakh candidates, only the
topl.5lakh willqualifytoap-
pear for the JEE-Advanced
test. The two tests will be
held on separate days within
four-six weeks of each other,
All 1.5 lakh students will
begivenascoreandan AllIn-

diaRank. However, they will
be selected for ITTs not just
on the basis of their rank in
the advanced test but also
their board marks, For this,
students will have to figure
in the top 20 percentile of
their state or central board.
S0 going by last year's
scores, the cutoff percent-
age for a student appearing
in CBSE board will be 78%,
while for one appearing in
the Uttar Pradesh state
board will be 65%-66%. This
is expected to standardize
varying standards across
central and state boards.

P-1

council meet

Himanshl Dhawan | nn

New Delht: The compro-
mise formula for admis-
sion to HOTs does seem la-
boured but this is what the
institutes will haveto settle
for. The original govern-
ment proposal, backed by
the IT Council,
drew flak for
messing up the
admission format
without achiev-
ing the professed
objective of re-

try's plan to in-

troduce ‘one nation, one
test'hasheen only partial-
ly fulfilled although the
new format means board
scores willreflectinacan-
didate’sselection. OnMay
28, the IIT Council had an-
nounced thatentrancefor
IIT will be based on a new
format replacing the 60%
cut-off for school marks
with a 50:50 weightage on
the class XII score and
JEE main. The merit list
for IIT was to be hased on

ducing. depend- : ' :
enceon tuitions. =l
The minis- NOSHOW

the Advance test, The for-
mula for centrally funded
engineering institutions,
including NITs and IIITs,
was 40% weightage to
class XII score and 30%
weightage each for JEE
Mainand Advanced.

HRD minister Kapil
Sibal didn't attend
Wednesday's meet-
ing though he is
chairman of the
Council. Sources
said his absence
was intended to
send out a message
“ that there was no

political  interfe-

rence in II'T’s deci-
sion-making process. Reac-
ting to the OT Council
decision, Sibal said, “There
is still a long way to go but
I'm sure that ail stakehold-
ers will work towards re-
ducing influence of coach-
ing institutes, give
importance to school board
exams, bring down themul-
tiple exams and ensure
there is no occasion for

charging capitation fee.,.
The present decision is a

step intherightdirection.”
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II'Ts agree on new
percentile-based
admission formula

Vanita Srivastava

& |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The IIT Council on
Wednesday sought to end the
joint entrance examination (JEE)
row by fixing a new eligibility cri-
teria for 2013 under which suc-
cessful candidates would have to
be in the top 20 percentile of their
respective boards.

The formula does away with
the existing eligibility criteria
of 60% marks in boards.

Now, candidates will first
appear for the JEE (main) screen-
ing test, which will filter out the
top 1.5 lakh students for the JEE
(advanced) test. The final IIT
ranking would depend only on the
all India rank in JEE (advanced),
subject to the successful students
meeting the percentile criteria.

The top 20 percentile will vary

" across boards from year to year.
For example, those who got more
than 78% in CBSE last year would
have made it to its top 20 per-
centile bracket. For UP boards,
students with more than 65%
marks would have been eligible.

The new pattern was agreed
upon unanimously by the IIT
Council. HRD minister Kapil
Sibal, chairman of the council,
did not attend the meeting.

The All India IIT Faculty

PLANFOR2013 - <+ -

» Two-tier exam - JEE {main)
and JEE {(advanced)

= Top 1.5 lakh candidates in
JEE (main) to appear for
JEE (advanced)

= JEE (advanced) to be held
4.5 weeks after JEE (main)

# Final ranking in IIT to

be based only on JEE
(advanced), subject to con-
ditlon that candidates are
in the top 20 percentile of
their respective boards

» Top 20 percentile would
vary from board to board
every year

DIFFERENT FROM 2012 . -

= Basic eligibility criteria
of 60% marks in boards
changed to top 20 percentile

in respective boards

Federation welcomed the new
system. “Our main objection to
the proposed exam changes was
weightage on board marks. With
board marks not being includ-
ed, there should be no problem,”
said its secretary Atul Mittal.

IT-Guwahati director Gautam
Barua said the percentile system
would encourage students to
focus on the boards.

-
R 1

My #

Page 5 of 30



Asian Age, ND28/06/2012

P-5

4-6 week gap between mam

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

The IIT council meeting on
Wednesday, proposed a
time gap of four to six
weeks between the main
and the advanced tests so
that the results of mains
are available before the
advanced,

Head of IIT Madras' board
of governors, M.N. Sharma,
who chaired the meet, said
that only the top 1,50,000
candidates (including all
categories) in the mains
appear will be allowed to
appear in the advance test.
The compromise formula is
in line with the decision of

the IIT Joint Admission
Board, comprising direc-
tors of IITs. HRD minister
Kapil Sibal later said a
“huge objective” had been
achieved with the proposed
common test despite the
changes pressed by the
IITs. The compromise was
reached at a meeting of the
IIT Council, the highest
decision-making body hav-
ing representatives from
the government and direc-
tors of all the 16 of these
institutes,

A meeting of NIT and IIIT
council has also been called
next month for its approval
of the new proposal. The
deemed to be universities

have already given their
approval to the move.

The earlier proposed com-
mon entrance test was
rejected by IIT-Delhi and

IIT-Kanpur. It had also
come under severe criti-
cism from the All India IIT
Teachers Federation and
various alumni associa-
tions,

The AIIITTF came out in
support of the formula late
on Wednesday evening
with the federation writing
a letter to the HRD minis-
ter. However, the IIT alum-
ni have mixed reactions on

Asian Ag‘e, ND28/06/2012

Govt, IITs reach
test compromise

NITIN MAHAJAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

Weeks of uncertainty

over the one-nation one-
test for engineering
courses ended

Wednesday as the row
between the government
and the Indian Institutes
of Technology was
resolved with a compro-
mise agreement reached
at the IIT council meeting
on common exams to be
held from 2013,
Under the new format, an
advanced test will be held
and the institutes will
admit students having
the top 20 per cent marks
from various
boards,

school .

Wednesday's meeting
was held in the absence of
HRD minister Kapil
Sibal, chairperson of the
IITs’ highest decision-
making body. The meet-
ing was chaired by M.N.
Sharma, chairman of IIT
Madras’ board of gover-
nors. “There was com-
plete unanimity among
the council members on
the new format,” Mr
Sharma said.

Admission to the IITs
from 2013 will be based
only on ranks achieved in
the advanced test subject
to the selected candidates
being in the top 20 per-
centile of their boards.

advanced

the decision of the council.
“While we feel glad that
senates’ wish to have com-
Plete control (academic as
well as administrative)
over the JEE (advanced)
has been accepted but their
wish that no change should
be forced upon IIT system
until 2014 has not been
addressed,” stated Somn-
ath Bharti, president, IIT
Delhi Alumni Association.
Mr Bharti criticised the
restricting of the eligibility
to JEE (Main) to top 20 per-
¢entile of school boards.
The association has also
called a formal meeting on
Thursday to decide on
future course of action.
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HTRowEndsas

Council Devises
New Formula

Formula: ITs to hold
JEE Advanced and to
take board results
into account

OURPOLITICALBUREAU

NEW DELHI L

The month-long standoff over
the common entrance examin-
ation for admission to OTs was
brought to a close on Wednesday,
with the council agreeing on a
new formula, which addresses
the concerns of IITs, The new
formula gives them a separate
examination — JEE Advanced
— and takes into account school
board performance.

HRD minister Kapil Sibal, who
is also chairman of the council,
skipped Wednesday's special
meeting to leave noroom for alle-
gations of ministerial interfe-
renceinarrivingatthefinaldeci-
sion. The new admission process
will be effective from 2013, With
this the May 28 formulation
stands withdrawn,

All students seeking admission

 toOTswillhave toappear for JEE
Main. This is an all-India en-
trance test for admission to all
centrally-funded institutions, in-
cluding IITs, NITs and IIITs. On-
Iythetopl.5lakhstudentsin JEE
Main will be eligiblefor JEE Ad-
vanced. AdmissiontoITs willbe
based on category-wise — gener-
al, OBC, SC and ST —ranking of
performance in JEE Advanced.
Students shortlisted on the basis
of performance in JEE Ad-
vanced must be among the top 20
percentile in the applicable cate-
gory in their respective board.

According to CBSE chairman
Vineet Joshi, the top 20 percen-
tile would mean a score of over
78% in CBSE board, 65-66% in
the Uttar Pradesh State Board
and 78% in the Tamil Nadu
Board. “How this translates in-
to percentages in each board
will need to be worked out and
willbemadepublic,” Joshisaid.

“I appreciate that the Couneil
has come to a decision. However,

" westillhave along waytogoand .
we will work together to achieve
the four objectives of reducing
coaching and the multiplicity of

examinations, giving impor
tance to school performance and
putting an end to the system of
charging capitation fees. Today's
decision is a step in the right di-
rection, though all four objec-
tives have not been addressed,”
8ibal said about the decision.

The new formula is based on
the proposal put forward by
Joint Admission Board of OTs.
At its meeting on Saturday, JAB
had suggested that only students
in the top 20 percentile in each
board should be considered for
admission to IOTs, These stu-
dents would be required to ap-
pear for JEE Main and 1,50,000
would be shortlisted for JEE Ad-
vanced, The council has tweaked
the proposal toaddress concerns
raised by a section of the OTs
about the efficacy of having a
two-step exam, if the percentile
performance in the board exam
isto be an eligibility criteria.

IT Madras chairman professor
MM Sharma, who chaired the
council’s meeting in Sibal's ab-
sence, said; “This formulation
has the consensus of all con-
cerned.” He said the “ministry
was only following the recom-
mendations of academics” and
that “it was not their own idea”.
“Theministry only tried toassist
in a very democratic way. Con-
sultations have been on for the
lasttwo-and-a-half years, and the
autonomy of MTs has always
beenmaintained,” Sharma said.
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Class XII marks to decide
eligibility for IIT entrance exam

By new formula, JEE Advanced rank will decide admission

Our Bureau
New Delhi, June 27

The stand-off between the
Indian Institute of Technology
(ITT) Council and IIT Senates
ended on Wednesday follow-
ing an agreement between the
various stakeholders. ]

Under the agreed format,
students would be eligible for
admission to the elite engi-
neering colleges provided
their class XII marks fall in the
top 20 percentile of their re-
spective boards.

Further, admissions to II'Ts
would be based solely on the
ranks achieved in the Joint En-
trance Examination (JEE) Ad-
vanced, while JEE Mains will
act as a screeningtest. Only the
top 1,50,000 candidates in JEE
Mains, or the former All India

Engineering Entrance Exam-
ination, would be eligible to
appear in the JEE Advanced
examination.

The new model of examin-
ation will come into effect
from 2013.

The HRD Minister, Mr Ka-
pil Sibal, who is also the chair-
man of the IIT Council, did not
attend this decisive meeting.
Prof M.M, Sharma, Chairman
of the Board of Governors of
IIT Madras, chaired the meet,
which included the directors
and chairmen of all the IITs.

The other recommenda-
tions of the Joint Admission
Board (JAB) were that there
should be a gap between the
JEE Mains and Advanced ex-
ams; the Advanced examin-
ation will have an exclusive

JAB and a Joint Implementa-
tion Committee and these two
bodies will also coordinate
with the‘organising body re-
sponsible for conducting the
Mains.

According to the Chairman
of CBSE, Mr Vineet Joshi, the
approximate cut-off to be eli-
gible for admissions to IITs,
keeping in mind the 20 per-
centile cut-off, would be 78
per cent in CBSE, 65 per cent
in UP Board and 78 per cent in
Tamil Nadu Board.

Prof K. Narasimhan, Presi-
dent of the All India ITT Facul-
ty Federation, said, “This is a
good pmposal by the Council
and is in sync with the top
clauses of the majority of IIT
Senates.”

aesha.datta@thehindu.co.in

»
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Unanimity, finally,
onliTentry

One qualifying exam and then a final one; only top 20% from
school boards eligible for latter; implementation next year

REPORTERS
Mumbai, 27 June

e Indian Institutes of

I Technology (IITs} have

finally had their way.

The Union government and

the IITs have unanimously

agreed to the new format sug-

gested by " the Joint

Admission Board (JAB) last

week. Implementation wilt
be from net year.

Human Resource

Development Minister Kapil -

Sibal, however, skipped the
IT council meeting in this
regard, chaired by M N
Sharma, chairman of the
board of governors of IIT,
Madras. The council decided
that admission to the IITs
would now involve a screen-
Ing criterion, wherein, those
from the top 20th percentile
from school board examina-
tion results would get to try
for entry in the I'T's.

"The meeting was suc-
cessful and a unanimous
decision to proceed with the
decision taken by the JAB has
been accepted,” said M
Anandakrishnan, chairman,

" board of governors, IIT

NEW BLUEPRINT

® IiTs to have two entrance
exams: JEE Main and JEE
Advanced;

® JEE Main would be held
first and the top 1,50,000
candidates selected for
the advanced test;

® Advanced test would be
held four to six weeks
fater, In between would
be declaration of school
board results; only the
top 20th percentile of
students from each board
wilf be eligible;

* Implementation from
next year.

Kanpur. who attended the
meeting.

First, he expfiained, the
main Joint Entrance
Examination would be held.
After four to six weeks, there
would be an advanced exam-
ination. "This time gap has
been considered so that the
board examination results
could be out,” he said.

The top 150,000 candi-
dates from the main exam

would be allowed to appear
for the advanced exam. For
the final selection, the
advanced exam rank would
be considered. This, however,
would be subject to the con-
dition that selected candi-
dates are in the top 20th per-
centile (that is, 80 per cent of
those taking the examshould
have scored less than this cat-
egory) of successful candi-
dates of thelr Boards,

So, in a change from
Sibal's originalidea, Class XI1
board marks would not be
added 1o the advanced test
marks, but would be an eligi-
bility criterion. '

"We are happy with the
resolution. They have accept-
ed all our demands. This,
however, will need the ITTs'
Senates’ approval (which, in
this case, is a formality)," said
a member from the All India
HT Faculty Federation.

The government had ear-
lier proposed a common
entrance examination, reject-
ed by IIT-Delhi and IIT-
Kanpur on the ground that
this was "academically
unsound and procedurally
untenable”,
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Board top 20 percentile eligible,
ITs to conduct JEE Advanced

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

FACED with stiff opposition
from IITs, the IIT Council on
Wednesday withdrew its contro-
versial May 28 decision to hold a
common entrance exam for all
centrally funded technical insti-
tutes. The council instead ap-
proved a new compromise for-
mula for admission that will come
into effect in 2013 and use board
exam miarks strictly as cut-off, as
demanded by 1T senates.
The May 28 announcement in-

troduced a new common entrance
exam format for admission to IIT,

NITs, IITTs from 2013, This new
exam was to have two components
— JEE Main (for screening) and
JEE Advanced (for the final [IT
merit list) with 50 per cent weight
age to Class 12 scores at the
screening stage. The proposal met
with stiff opposition from IITs,
with the senates of IIT-Delhi and
Kanpur announcing a boycott.
According to Wednesday’s an-
nouncement, first reported by
The Indian Express on June 24,
Class 12 marks will be used only
as cut-off to sereen students for
eligibility for admission to IITs.
Aspirants will have to be in the
top 20 percentile of theii boards

to be cligible.

The 11T merit list will be de-
cided by JEE Advanced, a test
that will be conducted and man-
aged by the II'Ts alone, and which
will be held on a separate date
from JEE Main. JEE Main or the
common entrance exam, an cb-
jective test, will serve to screen
the top 1.5 lakh students who will
appear for JEE Advanced.

The new format will mean that
astudent will have to perform rea-
sonably well in Class 12 to finally
make it to an IIT. Going by 2012
board results data, a CBSE student
would need at least 78 per cent to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Board top 20 percentile eligible
ITs to conduct JEE Advanced

be in the top 20 percentile;
one of the UP board 65-66
per cent; and one of the Tamil
Nadu board around 78 per
cent,

" A tentative chronology
suggests that while board ex-
ams will be held in February-
March 2013, JEE Main will
be scheduled in early April
and JEE Advanced — for
1.5 lakh students — in mid-
May, Soon after board re-
sults are out in mid-June,
IITS will tally their JEE Ad-
vanced merit list and the
percentile position of these
students and declare their fi-
nal results.

Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister Kapil Sibal
told The Indian Express that
the council’s decision was a
“very important step in the
right direction”.

“I thank the council and
appreciate the fact that they
have taken this decision..,
There isstill a long way to go
though, and T am sure all
stakeholders will work to-
gether,” he said. “While the
IIT Council may not have
achieved all four objectives
through its decision, hope-
fully the system and stake-

FORMULA

s JEE ADVANCED wili follow

JEE Main after suitable time
gap. Onfytop 1.5 lakh (in-
cluding all categories) in JEE
Main will qualify to appear in
JEE Advanced
ADMISSIONS will be based
only on JEE Advanced rank,
BUT candidates will have to
be in the top 20 percentile in
their boards in applicable cat-
egories

JOINT Admission Board
(1AB) and Joint Implementa-
tion Committee {JIC) for JEE
Advanced will coordinate -
with organising body for JEE
Main and COBSE -

holders will work to do so

over the next 3-4 years.”

Sibal skipped the council
meeting. Prof M N Sharma,
chairman of the board of
governors of IIT Madras
chaired the meeting.

NITs and IITT councils
will meet next week to de-
cide on their admission for-
mat in the light of today’s de-
cision. It is expected that
these institutes will admit
students on the basis of
board marks and JEE Main

scores thus making JEE Ad-
vanced strictly an IIT admis-
sion test, Higher Education
Secretary Ashok Thakur
said.

All-India IIT Faculty
Federation president Prof K
Narsimhan said he was
“quite pleased” with the out-
come of the council meeting,
which he said was “consis-
tent” with the Joint Admis-
sion Board resolution
passed last week, and with
the concerns of IIT senates
and the faculty federation,

Sources in the II'-Kan-
pur senate, the first to boy-
cott the May 28 formula,
also termed the council de-
cision as a move in the “right
direction”, and largely “in
line with what senates had
said”.

The IT-Delhi Alumni
Association, which is meet-
ing on Thursday, welcomed
the decision to give ITTs com-
plete control over JEE Ad-
vanced, but at the same time
expressed reservations about
the top 20 percentile for-
mula, The association
termed it as “pro-rich” and
“detrimental to the interests
of students from rural India”,
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New formula
ends IIT discord

Aarti Dkar

NEW DELHI: Ending weeks of
disagreement over a common
entrance test for admissionto
undergraduate engineering
courses in the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology, the IIT
Council on Wednesday ap-
proved a fresh formula for ad-
mission, based on the rank
achieved in the advanced test
subject to the condition that
students are in the top 20 per-
centile of successful candi-
dates of their Boards.

In simple terms, a student
will be required to clear the
common joint entrance ex-
amination (JEE)-main with a
high score to qualify for the
advanced examination, which
will be held for those aspiring
toenter the IIT system. How-
ever, among students who
crack the advanced examin-
ation, only those who are
placed in the top 20 percen-
tile in the Board exams will be
admitted to the IITs.

Percentile is broadly the
percentage of students below
the highest scorer.

The IIT Council, which ap-
proved the recommendations
of the Joint Admission Board
(JAB) of the IITs, was chaired
by M.M. Sharma, Chairman,
Board of Governors of IIT-
Madras and Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the
IIT Council, instead of Hu-
man Resource Development
Minister Kapil Sibal, Mr, Sib-
al decided to stay away from
the meeting to allow freedom
to the Council to takeacallon
the proposals,

While the All-India IIT
Faculty Federation has ap-
preciated the initiative, the
IIT-Delhi Alumni Associ-
ation has said it will meet on
Thursday to discuss the issue.

Addressing reporters after
the meeting, Prof. Sharma
said the JEE advanced test
would be held after the JEE-
main. Only the top 150,000
candidates (all categories in-
cluded) in the JEE-main
would be qualified to appear
for the JEE (erstwhile
AIEEE) advanced test,

“To be implemented from
2013, admissions to the IITs
will be based only on the cate-
gory-wise All India Rank in
the JEE advanced test, sub-
ject to condition that such
students arein the top 20 per-
centile of successful candi-
dates of their Boards in
applicable categories,” he
said. The JEE advanced ex-
amination will have an exclu-
sive Joint Admission Board
and a Joint Implementation
Committee, which will also
coordinate with the body re-
sponsible for conducting the
JEE-main. “The Council has
advised the JAB to constitute
a group for coordination with
the Council of Boards of
School Education (COBSE)
so as to educate the students
and public about the percen-
tile-versus-percentage  ap-
proach being adopted by the
Council. The JAB will submit
its report within the next four
menths,” Prof. Sharma said.

Mr, Sibal was happy that
the meeting had taken a deci-
sion, but said there was still a
long way to go in reaching the
main objectives of reducing
dependence on coaching, giv-
ing importance to the Class
XI1I examinations, reducing
the multiplicity of examin-
ations and eliminating capi-
tation fee. “It is a step in the
right direction. We did not
expect all four objectives to
be achieved together,” he told
reporters.
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Sibal, IITs reach
compromise
over single
entrance test

By Jacos P, Kosay
Jacob.k@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

he government and the In-

dian Institutes of Technol-
ogy (IITs) dissenting over the
process of admission to the
elite engineering schools have
agreed to a compromise that
advances the concept of “one
nation, one test”, but effective-
ly makes admission to I1ITs
even more daunting than it has
been.

Under a plan adopted on
Wednesday, those aspiring for
a seat in India’s centrally fund-
ed engineering schools have to
appear for a so-called Joint En-
trance Examination
(JEE)-Main. Only the top
150,000 would.be eligible for
taking a shot at an engineering
seat in IITs through another
exam called the JEE-Advanced,
which would be held a few
days later, and the top-ranked
among these aspirants will be
eligible for the 9,000-0dd engi-
neering seats at IITs and other
affiliated institutions.

Additionally, those in this
pool and who choose an IIT
seat, must perform well

TURN TO PAGE 2

MINT ND 28-Jun-12

P1

Single test row: Sibal,
lITs reach compromise

» FROM PAGE 1

enough in their school board
exams to be ranked in the top
20% of the graduating stu-
dents. Currently, any student
scoring 60% in the board ex-
amination is eligible for a shot
at an IIT seat.

This format will be in force
for engineering aspirants from
2013; the JEE-Advanced exam
will be conducted by the IT
body that now administers the
current engineering admission
test.

The plan was adopted unani-
mously by an apex board con-
sisting of government repre-
sentatives, IIT directors and
other experts, seeking to end a
controversy that erupted in late
May after human resource de-
velopment (HRD) minister Ka-
pil Sibal announced a single en-

Those aspiring for
IIT must do well
enough in class XII
exams to be ranked
in top 20% of the
graduating students

trance exam for admission to
engineering colleges after a
meeting with the the councils of
IITs, the National Institutes of
Technology and the Indian In-
stitutes of Information Technol-
ogy.
Sibal, who chairs all the
councils, said his motive was to
reduce the stress on students
having to write multiple exams,
lend weight to the class XII

board exam and reduce the in-
fluence of coaching centres that
prepare students.

He said applicants will be se-
lected on the basis of three
tests—the class XII board exam-
ination and a JEE-Main as well
as the Advanced test, with vary-
ing weights allotted to each.

Faculty and alumni associa-
tions from several IITs had pro-
tested the initial proposal, say-
ing that an inordinate weight-
age for school examinations
could dilute the quality of
IITians. The current compro-
mise -was effected after two
[ITs—Kanpur and Delhi—said
they would conduct their own
entrance examinations.

Sanjay Dhande, director of
IIT-Kanpur, said there was
“near unanimity”- on the cur-
rent proposal. “Today’s meet-
ing had everyone on board and

what we have now agreed on is
after consulting faculty who
were dissenting,” he said. “The
only difference is that you can't
get into IITs by neglecting
school. Everything else remains
basically the same,” he added.

To be sure, the IIT Council is
made up of the chairmen and
directors of IITs, but members
of the IIT senates, which consist
of senior faculty, could still op-
pose its decisions,

Alumni associations of sever-
al IITs, which were belligerently
opposed to Sibal's initial pro-
posal, were only partially molli-
fied.

“While we are glad that the
senates’ wish to have complete
control (academic as well as ad-
ministrative) over the JEE-Ad-
vanced has been accepted, their
wish that no change should be
forced upon the IIT systern until
2014 has not been addressed,”
said Somnath Bharti, president
of the IIT Delhi Alumni Associ-
ation. “Also, restricting the eli-
gibility (for) JEE-Main to the
top 20 percentile of school
boards, we perceive, is pro-rich
and will be detrimental to the
interests of students from rural
India.”
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[ITs.come around to CET idea

Apm TanpoN/TNS

New DeLHI, JUNE 27

IIT Senates have more or less
agreed to the new formulation
of the common engineering
entrance test which the OT
Council decided today. The
only formality that remains to
be completed now is - formal
ratification of the proposal by
the Senate of each IIT.

The final clinching with II'Ts
however happened after days
of bitter battle over autonomy
between the Senates and HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal, who
skipped today’s Council meet-
ing to make the point that he
never interfered with the
process of structuring the com-
mon engineering entrance test
(CET), which top Indian aca-
demics debated and designed
from the beginning,

Sibal however said today in
a written message to the Coun-
cil that most countries used a
single test to screen students
for entry into higher education.

“The US uses SAT; UK
depends on A levels, Japan
has a single exam that adds on
school performance; China has
a national exam which over 9
million students take.”

Back home, the Minister
clarified that the one-test idea
was ,10t his own. In fact, the
National Policy on Education
called for a single test for
admission to all technical and
professional colleges, the Sci-
ence Advisory Council to the
PM recommended it and so
did the Yashpal Committee on
Higher Education Reforms.

As for CET, the IIT Council
had given its first in-principle
approval to the idea in Septem-
ber 2011. This was based on
recommendations of the com-
mittee headed by Secretary,
Science, T Ramasami, who
suggested a national engineer-
ing exam with weightage to
state board results normalised
on the basis of a percentile for-
mula for admission to engi-
neering institutes. This formu-

la was designed by the Indian
Statistical Institute, Kolkata,
but the IIT Senates raised
objections over its validity,
saying the idea of normalisa-
tion of marks awarded by dif-
ferent state boards (there are
42) was error-prone and not
judicious. They wanted the
CET postponed to 2014 and
experimenting with the nor-
malisation formula's efficacy
in 2013. “How can you fairly
normalise the marks awarded
by so many different boards?
UPboard awards lesser marks.
Tamil Nadu board awards
more,” IIT Senates asked.

The Senates wanted school
marks used only for admission
eligibility and not for merit
rankings. But the Council
ignored most of these propos-
als in its meeting on May 28.
The IITs then appealed to the
PM for protection of their
autonomy. The PM assured
support to them and said their
“brand” was unique and
would be preserved.
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‘Govt-lIT row is resolved

7Adm|ssmns from 2013 to be based only on rank achieved in advance test

PED BUREAU/PTI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

THE row between Gover-
nment and IITs over
entrance test was resolved
today with a compromise
agreement being reached
over holding the common
exams from next year.
Under the new format,
an advance test will be
conducted and the elite
educational institutes
would admit students

* having top 20 percents

from various boards.
“We have ,come out

with a formula where
screening criteria will be
set wherein top 20 -per-
“centile students from
every board will qualify to
get entrance in 1IT,” said
Deependra Hooda, a
member of the 1T
Council, after the meeting,.
This will be implemented
from 2013, he said.

The compromise was

.reached at a meeting of IIT

Council, the highest deci-
slon-making body having
representatives from
Government and
Directors of all the 16 of
these institutes.

HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal, who is the head of
the Council, skipped the
crucial meeting which was
then chaired by MN
Sharma, Chairman of the
Board of Governors of 1IT,
Madras. ’

According to the agree-
ment, admission to the
IITs from 2013 would be
based only on
achieved in the advance

test subject to the condi- -

tion that selected candi-
dates are in the top 20 per-
centile of successful candi-
dates of their Boards,

The Government had

rank’

earlier proposed a com-
mon entrance which was
rejected by IIT-Delhi and
IIT-Kanpur and some oth-
ers were also likely to fol-
low suit.

The compromise for-
mula is in lihe. with the
decision of the IIT Joint
Admission Board ({JAB),
comprising Directors of
IITs, which met here on
last Saturday, -

JAB has sought a suit-
able time gap between the
main and the advanced
tests so that the results of

. mains are available before

the advanced and only the

Govt and IITs resolves row
over entrance examination

Continued from P1

the last student under
this formula
Pradesh board stands at
about 65 per cent. In Tamil
Nadu Board, it stands at
78 per cent.

Sharma hoped the fac-
ulty .federation will come
onboard with today's deci-
sion which has been vet-
ted by the Joint Admission
Board (JAB) of the IITs in
its meeting last Saturday.

The Council’s decision
today will be deliberated
by the respective IIT
Senates even as IITs, the
NITs and the IIITs have
agreed to joint counselling
for admitting students to
their institutes.

Sharma said that as
part of the new formula,

in Uttar

the advance test wiil be
held after the main exam.
There will be adequate
time between the two
tests, Only the top 1.50
lakh candidates in the
main will be qualified to

appear |in the advance-

examination.
"Admissions to the IITs
will be based only on all
India rank in advance test,
subject to condition that
such candidates are in the
top 20 percentile of suc-

cessful candidates of their

boards,” he said.*

Sibal, who skipped the
,meeting apparently to
"show that there is no inter-
ference from the govern-

ment, apologised for his’

absence.,
"I would like to apolo-

gise for my absence from
this crucial meeting of the
IIT Council today. I have
always taken my duties as
a Union minister seriously
and tried to do my best for
the nation ahd most
importantly its children
who are its future require
of me,” he said in his mes-
sage read out at the meet-
ing. ,

The government had
on May 28 announced the
new test from 2013, under
which aspiring candidates
for 1ITs and other central
institutes such as NITs and
IIITs will have to take tests
under a new format of
commen entrance test,
which will also take the
plus two board results into
consideration.

[

top 1,50,000 candidates
(including all categories)
in the mains appear in the
advance test,

UT-Delhi and N7T-
Kanpur had rejected the
proposed format on the
ground that the test was
“academically unsound
and procedurally unten-
able”.

According to a study by
CBSE, the percentage of
the last student on the
merit list according to the
percentile ranking in its
board stood at 78 per cent,

‘while the percentage of

Continued on P6
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Admission to ITTs made

féBureau
Mew Delhi, June 27

ETTING admission
inthe prestigious In-

dian Institutes of
Technology (IIT) will get
tougher from 2013 with the
government and the IITs de-
ciding a new formula for ad-
misstons to these tech
schools. As per the formula
devised by the IIT council,
which met on Wednesday,
the top 20 percentile stu-

dents from every state .

boards will get into theseen-
gineering institutes.
. This selection process
will start from April next
year when all engineering
aspirants of the country
would take the JEE MAIN
exam followed by an Ad-

. vanced exam. Only the top
1.5 lakh candidates in JEE
MAIN will be qualified to
appear in the JEE Ad-
vanced exam.

*Admissions to IITs will
be based on category wise
All India Rank in JEE ad-
vancedsubjecttocondition
that such candidates arein
the top 20 percentileof suc-
cessful candidates of their
boards in applicable cate-
gories,” said an official
statement from the IIT
council, HRD minister
Kapit Sibal who was sup-
posed te chair the meeting,
did notturnup,

As per the new system,
students who score 78% in
class12board exams willbe
able to make it to the tech-
nology institutes as ecom-
paredtothe60% cutoff now,

° “This is the result of an
exercise we did with three
state boards. The last child
in the 20 percentile should
have scored atleast 78% in
his board exam,” said a
HRDministry official.

..» The common entrance

test (CET) will also hold true
for the NITs and IT'Ts. On the
other hand, the deemed uni-
versities will have to give a
minimum 40% weightage to
theclass12boardsmarksand
therestwould be CET scores,

“The 40-30-30 formula re-
mainsandwehavebeenable
to expand the spread from

e, iy 3

tougher with new exam

current50,000studentstol.5
lakh from which we will
draw all the engineering as-
pirants including IITs, IITs

and NITs, There willalsobe”
common counselling for ~
these stl:l?ents," explained -

ancther ministry official.

IT Kanpur and Delhi, -

who opposed the CET have
agreed withthenewformula.

“Therewillbeapublicdis-
play of the rankings and all
the recommendations of the
IIT Joint Admission Board
have been respected by the
council,” said §GDhande, di-
rector, IITKanpur.
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Last In Class

Why our education system is failing

everal students scored 100% in their recent school-leaving exams - but
S the system they belong to is failing miserably. India suffers a serious

lack of quality educational institutions. In school, students get pushed
into one end of a disciplinary triangle — ‘Science-Commerce-Humanities’ -
right after class 10. A caste-like system mars education hereon, science
anointed top, commerce middle, humanities lowest. This goes with routine,
unimaginative pedagogy, discouraging students to conce ptualise how history
and economics may interlink or physics and cinema g0 together. Instead,
students arelectured, hectored and coached, but not taught how to challenge
assumptions, make presentations or do group work. Things don’t improve
radically in college - India’s about 50 years behind other countriesencourag-
ing interdisciplinary learning, individual thought - and the luxury tolearn
from mistakes. Instead, our universities continue tunnelling students into
constricted streams, taught by few quality institutions, sought by many
anxious thousands,

It's vital we re-examine such narrow education. Just the numbers of perfect
scores, even in subjective fields like English literature, illustrate how mechani-
cal our education is. Good education should openminds to think creatively and
logically, able to process different kinds of knowledge, But by stitching students
into tight subjects early on, buttoning these with monologue-teaching and
objective-type exams, India does the opposite, This is often justified usinganold
fixation, namely education must equal jobs. Of course—but it must alsocreatea
society capable of creating jobs, finding solutions and innovating. Suffocating
education suffocates growth, lazyteachingandrote-based themes cuttingoffthe
birth of new ideas, new possibilities — and new universities. It's essential our
pedagogy enters a freer world good education is really about.
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CHENKAl: Alamu Chidamba-
ram had to make two trips
from her home town in Karai-
kudi to get into a private arts
college in Chennai. On hoth
occasions, she had to book a
room at Rs, 1,500 a day. Simi-
larly, Kalaiselvan and his wife
have been coming to the city
from Erode almost every
week now.

“Now it is the counselling
season, Earlier, it was for the
entrance tests,” he says.

College aspirants are not
restricted to cities but the ad-
mission process definitely is.
“Every household has to keep
aside at least Rs. 30,000 for
the application forms and the
travel alone.

You have to visit colleges at
least thrice ~ to check out fa-

cilities, during the admission -

and also for paying the fees”
says Sugantha K., a parent.
“My son has applied to
SRM and VIT-Chennai,” she
says. With around 20 en-
trance tests conducted in

Hindu ND 28/06/2012 P-9

Cashing in on college admissions

A

April and May, many families -

from rural and peripheral ar-
eas of Chennai opted for lodg-
ings in the city to avoid
frequent trips.

Some enterprising travel
agents are even cashing in on
this trend. For instance, S.
Kumar of Gotrip Travels or-
ganises tour packages in and
around the location of the ad-
mission centre. “Families
who come to Vellore for VIT
admission might want to visit
Tirupati and .other scenic
places nearby. We make ar-
rangements for these trips. It
is vacation time so parents try
to club admission and some
touring wherever possible,”
he says.

The I1Ts have understood
this dilemma and have cho-
sen to go for the online coiin-
selling method. Students get

to know the ranks and fill up
the counselling form listing
their priorities. But it is pos-
sible because the number is
less and the students are
known.

The expenditure incurred
on travel for PG admissions is
even greater,

“After a student takes CAT
or any MBA entrance test, she
applies to at least ten colleges
to be sure of admission, The
interviews, the group discus-
sions and then the admission
require him to travel quite of-
ten. And since all admissions
take place around the same
time, a flight journey to every
place is inevitable,” says San-
jay Prakash, an engineering
graduate who got interview
calls from six IIMs and five
other institutes. “I travelled
to seven cities in a month and
have already spent about
Rs.50,000 on flights alone.”

Though student travel may
be making a significant con-
tribution to the growth of the
travel sector, it is often hard
to determine the extent, say
experts.

“While it is easy to identify
students who choose to go
overseas to pursue higher
education, it is difficult to do
the same within India. For
the travel and tourism sector,
the period between March
and August is the peak sea-
son. As it coincides with the
summer vacation, it is hard to
identify students who travel
for admissions, though they
contribute to its growth,”
says Pazhani Murugesan, ma-
naging committee member
(national), Travel Agents’ As-
sociation of India:

Very few students, other
than those who aspire for the
IITs or IIMs, or take national
level entrance exams, opt to
study outside their home
State, he points out.

On those who travel from
smaller towns to bigger cities
for admission he says, “While
students who travel alone
may opt for paying guest ac-
commodation, many come
over with their families, and
they mostly opt to stay in
mid-budget serviced apart-
ments and lodges.”
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A ‘human brain’

created using
16,000 comps

London: A computer that is
able to “learn” like a human
brain and recognize the pic-
ture of a cat, is being touted
as a breakthrough in tech-
nology by Googlescientists.

The computer is based on
a “neural network” of 16,000
processing cores with more
than a billion interconnec-
tions, each very roughly sim-
ulating a connection in a hu-
manbrain.

A team from Google's cut-
ting-edge research lab, Goo-
gle X, and Stanford Universi-
ty, fed the system 10 million
thumbnail images taken
from YouTube as “training”
and then tested whether it
was able to recognize 20,000
objectsinnew images.

According to The New
York Times, it performed
more than twice as accurate-
lyasanypreviousneuralnet-
work. Among the objects the
system learned to recognize
wasacat,oneof themostreg-
ulars star of viral clips up-
loaded by YouTube mem-
bers. “Wenever told itduring
the training, *“This is a cat”,
the Telegraph quoted Google
fellow Jeff Dean assaying.

“It basically invented the
concept of acat,” hesaid.

Overall, the neural net-
work achieved 15.8% accura-
cy. As well as cats’ faces, it

& Heide Benser/Corbls

MIND OF ITS owu- Scuenttsts
have trained the computer
system to recognize a cat

learned the “concepts” of
human faces and bodies, by
compiling a ghostly image of
their generalfeatures.

The research differed
from how most artificially
intelligent systems are
trained, in that it was given
no help by human supervi-
sors labelling features.

“The idea is that instead
of having teams of research-
ers trying to find out how to
find edges, you instead throw
atonof data atthealgorithm
and you let the data speak
and have the software auto-
matically learn from the da-
ta,” Andrew Ng of Stanford
University added. ani
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